Charles K. Armstrong’s Tyranny of the Weak (2013): A Sampling of Text-Citation Disconnects 

Introduction 

The table below is an incomplete list of noteworthy problems found in Charles K. Armstrong’sTyra/iny of the Weak: North Korea and the 
World, 1950-1992 (Cornell University Press, 2013). It is focused on those cases and periods (above all, 1953-1960) that could be verified 
most accurately on the basis of the currently accessible archival sources. Efforts are in progress to check some additional details. 

Note that the table does not itemize mere errors of limited significance, such as wrong dates, names, and diplomatic titles (though a few 
such cases are mentioned in connection with bigger issues). Instead it consists of what are referred to here as text-citation discrepancies, 
i.e., cases in which assertions made by the author in the text proper are not supported by the sources cited in the attendant footnotes. 
These sources range from Soviet, Chinese and German diplomatic archives to North Korean journalism to English-language secondary 
literature. 

These discrepancies can be broken down into these two main types: 

a) The use in the text proper of data apparently obtained from an uncited source, with anirrelevant source cited in the attendant 
footnote. 

b) The use in the text proper of data apparently obtained from an uncited source, with anon-existent source cited in the attendant 
footnote. 

Furthermore, there are cases in Tyranny of eyewitness accounts having been altered in a way that the author modified the actual course 
of events, and arbitrarily changed known facts. In one such case, for example, the words of a Hungarian diplomat are placed in the mouth 
of his Soviet counterpart. In another one, the greater seriousness of which will be apparent to all scholars of diplomatic history, the North 
Korean security organs said to have arrested a dissident inside the Bulgarian embassy, when in fact he was arrested outside. 

The overwhelming majority of the uncorroborated textual assertions found thus far are analogous to information published in my book, 

Kim II Sung in the Khrushchev Era: Soviet-Korean Relations and the Roots of North Korean Despotism, 1953-1964 (Stanford University 
Press, 2005). The author ofTyranny of the Weak seems to have had access to this work as early as 2005, when it was still in manuscript 
form. A number of identical text-citation discrepancies can be found in Charles Armstrong’s published work over the past 11 years. 

Nevertheless, I do not think that this problem is merely a dispute between two authors, that is, between two individuals. After all, 

Tyranny of the Weak includes several uncorroborated textual assertions that are not linked to my publications in any way. Thus I am of 
the opinion that a far greater damage has been done to the academic community in general, and to Korean studies, Soviet studies, and 
Cold War studies in particular. When readers used and citec Tyranny of the Weak, they may have unknowingly and unintentionally 
reproduced many of the inaccuracies to be found in the book, unaware as they were of the unreliability of the cited sources. The scope 
of the problem may be gauged from the fact that this monograph has been a required reading at various U.S. and South Korean 
universities, including Columbia University. Readers who bought the book and who trusted the author’s source citations were thus greatly 
misled. They deserve to be accurately informed which source citations can be relied upon, and which ones cannot be traced to verified 
sources. 

In sum, I believe that these discrepancies are grave enough to merit further investigation of this case. 

Balazs Szalontai 

Korea University, Sejong Campus, Department of North Korean Studies 
Archive-Related Abbreviations: 

AVPRF: Foreign Policy Archive of the Russian Federation 

CMA: Archives of China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Declassified Diplomatic Files 

MfAA : Ministerium fur Auslandische Angelegenheiten, or the East German foreign ministry, located in the Political Archive in Berlin 




(S.A) 

Excerpt from Tyranny 

Page/Footnote 
in Tyranny 

Year of 
event 

Source and type 
(month/day/year) 

Source 

language 

Issue raised 

Link to Details 

1 

“Kim II Sung led a delegation to Moscow 
in September 1953, primarily to settle 
the terms of Soviet assistance. The 
Soviet government agreed to cancel or 
postpone repayment for all of North 
Korea’s outstanding debts and 
reiterated its promise to give the DPRK 

1 billion rubles in outright aid, both 
monetary and in the form of industrial 
equipment and consumer goods.” 

Page 56 

Footnote 19 

1953 

Archival 

AVPRF2 

Fond 0102 

Opis 9 

Papka 44 

Delo 7 

9/29/1953 

Russian 

The content of the cited source bears 
no relation to the text. 

(Note that Armstrong cited this 
document in the same context in a 
May 2005 article.) 

These two sentences in Tyranny 
contain content which Szalontai, 
citing a Hungarian diplomatic report 
and Suh Dae-Sook's Kim II Sung, 
offers in his book (45-46). 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTla2oOb 

VFONilTRzn/vie 

w?uso=sharina 

2 

“North Korean officials told the East 
European advisers in Pyongyang that 
they wanted to establish new industrial 
centers in mountainous areas of the 
interior, where they would be close to 
the mines and also less vulnerable to 
attacks from enemy naval forces, which 
had caused so much damage during the 
Korean War." 

Page 63 

Footnote 47 

1957 

Archival 

MfAA 

A 6979 

10/29/1957 

German 

The content of the cited source, which 
deals with Hungarian agriculture, 
bears no relation to the text. 

The information inTyrannymatches 
information in Szalontai’s book (50). 

httns://ririve. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwun7iuTI7mVK 

UTJQUUaxSUE 

/view? 

usn=sharinn 

2 

“The chairman of the Pyongyang City 
Rehabilitation Committee (PCRC), 
established to oversee this urban 
reconstruction project, was none other 
than Premier Kim II Sung himself, a 
native of the city. But reconstruction 
was carried out with the assistance, 
advice, and close supervision of Soviet 
technicians and Soviet ambassador 
Suzdalev.” 

Page 68 

Footnote 63 

1955 

Archival 

“Interview with 
Pyongyang City 
Committee 
Vice-Chairman 
Comrade Kim 
Song-yong.” 

AVPRF, Fond 0102 
Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 8 

02/25/1955. 

Russian 

The cited source mentions the 
Pyongyang reconstruction only in 
passing. It does not mention Soviet 
technicians or Suzdalev. 

The actual source of this information 
is yet to be ascertained. 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIMk1 N1 

kVReGIQU28/vi 

ew?usD=sharina 

3 

“The purges spread through the 
government ministries and social 
organizations during the first months of 
1953, as various alleged “hostile 
elements” and “factionalists” were 
exposed. Altogether some four hundred 
KWP members were expelled from the 
party.” 

Page 80 

Footnote 119 

1954 

Archival 

AVPRF 

0102 

Opis 10 

Papka 62 

Delo 7 

04/15/1954 

Russian 

The cited source bears no relation to 
the text. 

Szalontai, citing a Hungarian report 
with the exact same date (15 April 
1954), talks of the expulsion of 400 
party members in his book (39-40). 
The conversation in question had 
taken place in December 1953. 

httDs://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTISIdMO 

WoabGxITnM/vi 

ew?uso=sharina 

4 

“Han began his attack at the First 
Congress of Writers and Artists, held on 
September 26-27, 1953. By this time Im 
Hwa had already been arrested and 
executed, and Han accused Yi T’ae-jun 
another KAPF veteran, of having been 
follower of Im.... Han also attacked Kim 
Sung-nam, the composer, accusing him 
of abandoning Korean musical 
traditions... Visual artists were similarly 
accused of neglecting Korean traditions 
and lacking patriotism.” 

Page 81 

Footnote 125 

1953 

Secondary 

Yang & Chee 
“North Korean 
Education [sic] 

System” 

[Should be: 

Educational] 

1963 

English 

The content of the cited source (a 
study of North Korean education) 
does not mention the congress. 

Armstrong's content matches that of 
Szalontai’s book (40-41), which is not 
cited here. Szalontai cites Hungarian 
material and Myers’ Han Sorya and 
North Korean Literature 

In the same paragraph, in regard to a 
different point, Szalontai also cites 
Yang & Chee, "North Korean 
Educational System," with the same 
page numbers cited in Tyranny 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTla3k1N 

IJnlZmFZriEE/v 

ew?usn=sharina 

5 

“At the Sixth Plenum of the KWP 

Central Committee in April 1954, Kim II 
Sung criticized the unauthorized seizure 
of property of those whose relatives hac 
fled to the South.” 

Page 82 

Footnote 126 

1953 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 5 

04/19/1953 

Russian 

The Sixth Plenum actually took place 
in August 1953. Therefore the cited 
Soviet document must also be 
misdated. But there is no document in 
that Soviet collection dated 19 April 
1954 either. 

Citing Hungarian documents, the first 
of which has the same date as the 
Soviet one cited in Tyranny, Szalontai 
offers the relevant information about 
the Sixth Plenum in his book (42). 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIQWVP 

VmdMYnNZMia 

/view? 

uso=sharina 






















































6 

“The DPRK frequently rotated the 
Korean employees of the East 

European embassies, a problem Soviet 
ambassador Suzdalev told his 
Hungarian counterpart there was little 
the East Europeans could do to 
address.” 

Page 83 

Footnote 129 

1954 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 10 

Papka 44 

Delo 9 

09/29/1954 

Russian 

The cited source bears no relation to 
the content, because the conversation 
in question took place the following 
October. 

Szalontai, citing two Hungarian 
diplomatic reports, of which one is 
dated 29 September 1954, describes 
the conversation in his book (55). 

httns://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwuo7iuTIS1,Jva 

GNtZmDLMDA/v 

iew? 

usn=sharinn 

7 

“A few of the other party leaders 
questioned the autarkist and heavy- 
industry-oriented policies promoted by 
Kim, and this debate emerged as early 
as the Central Committee plenum of 
August 1953.” 

Page 84 

Footnote 132 

1953 

Secondary 

Okonogi 
“North Korean 
Communism” 

1994 

English 

The source makes no reference in the 
pages cited (181-183) to any such 
questionings, disputes or debates. 

The information can, however, be 
found in Szalontai's book (60). Before 
referring to the plenum Szalontai cites 
Okonogi 181-183 for corroboration of 
different point. 

Note the similarity to the Scalapino 
and Lee disconnect above. 

httos://drive. 

doodle. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwud7iuTldkRw7 

DdMaUFCMVU/ 

view? 

uso=sharind 

i 

“By September 1953, there were a 
thousand cooperatives in the DPRK.” 

Page 84 

Footnote 133 

Okonogi mentions cooperatives but 
gives no number for them. 

In his book Szalontai, citing a 
Hungarian archival source, estimates 
the number of cooperatives at 
between eight-hundred and a 
thousand (62-63). 

httns://ririve. 

doodle. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwiin7iuTISGkx 

Y2Z6RGMzeHM 

/view? 

usn=sharino 

8 

"By the end of 1954, one-fifth of peasan 
households were in collective farms; twc 
years later, the proportion had risen to 
40 percent." 

Page 85 

Footnote 140 

1954 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 65 

Delo 45 

02/26/1955 

Russian 

The cited source does not exist. 

The same AVPRF folder contains 
three other, differently dated reports, 
which contain similar information 
although with different statistics, but 
Tyranny does not cite them. 

Citing Hungarian sources, including 
one with the same date as Tyranny s 
non-existent Soviet source, Szalontai 
imparts the relevant information about 
collective farms in his book (65). 

httos://drive. 

doodle. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwud7iuTITINaT' 

EtdF9nNUE/vie 

w?uso=sharind 

9 

"In April 1955, Soviet ambassador A. M. 
Petrov remarked to a group of East 
European diplomats that the KWP’s 
report of 3 million metric tons of grain 
harvested in 1954 was certainly false. A 
best, Petrov said, the crop had been 2.3 
million metric tons, and even that might 
be an exaggeration. As a result of these 
exaggerated production figures, the 
state often took 50 percent of local 
harvests as tax, rather than the 25 
percent required by law, depleting 
peasants of what little reserve they 
might have had. Similarly, compulsory 
grain deliveries were based on higher 
production figures than were in fact the 
case, and the state had to take grains 
at times by force." 

Page 84-85 

Footnote 137 

1955 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 65 

Delo 45 

04/13/1955 

Russian 

The sources cited in Tyrannyare 
likely to be the same Soviet 
document. Details similar to these 
excerpts can be found in Petrov's 
journal entry of 5 April 1955, but there 
he makes clear that he was the 
recipient, not transmitter, of this 
information, which was provided in 
conversation with a North Korean 
informant. 

A Soviet report of 13 April 1955 on a 
conversation with the same informant 
(which took place on 31 March 1955) 
contains an even more accurate 
version of the excerpted details. None 
of these sources mentions Petrov's 
conversation with Hungarian or other 
East European diplomats. 

Szalontai's book sources a report 
from the Hungarian Embassy, dated 
13 April 1955, on a conversation 
between a Hungarian diplomat and 
Petrov on 12 April. (64, 72, 108).This 
report contains all details provided in 
Tyranny. 

NOTE: Twice misidentified in Tyranny 
as the Soviet ambassador, Petrov wa: 
in fact a counselor at the Soviet 
Embassy. 

httDs://drive. 

doodle. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwud7iuTIV190 

YnRfZzVTT3MA 

iew? 

usD=sharind 

“In a discussion with Hungarian 
diplomats in April, Soviet ambassador 
Petrov railed against Kim II Sung’s one- 
man rule and cult of personality, which 
prevented mistakes from being openly 
admitted and addressed. Production 
targets were inflated to the point of 
absurdity, Petrov said; the grain crop 
target for 1955, for example, was 
originally 4 million metric tons, double 
the output in 1954 and completely 
impossible to attain.” 

Page 86 

Footnote 147 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 5 

04/13/1955 





















































"Soviet counselor Petrov noted in April 
1955 that there was “strong dissent” 
among the peasantry, which could be 
exploited by “hostile elements” opposed 
to the current regime." 

Page 101 

Footnote 30 


Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 7 

04/13/1955 




10 

"In a conversation at the Soviet 
embassy in Pyongyang in July 1955, 
Soviet ambassador Ivanov informed his 
East European colleagues that the 
Soviets were well aware of North Korea 
s extreme sensitivity to any perceived 
interference in their internal affairs, and 
that therefore Soviet and other foreign 
advisors had to be wary of pushing too 
hard or appearing to scold or lecture the 
Koreans for their 'errors.'” 

Page 87 

Footnote 150 

1955 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 5 

08/17/1955 

Russian 

The Soviet source cited here contains 
no entry for 17 August 1955 for Soviet 
Ambassador Ivanov. Nor do other 
related Soviet documents contain 
these details. The remark about NK 
sensitivities was actually spoken by 
the Hungarian ambassador. 

Citing a Hungarian source with the 
exact same date as Tyranny s non¬ 
existent Soviet source, Szalontai 
provides the relevant information in hi! 
book (298). 

httns://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTlckJ2e> 

kldzBLRTa/vie 

w?uso=sharina 

11 

“In September 1955, the Soviet Union 
gave North Korea full control of Sokav, 
the Soviet-Korean airline.” 

Page 88 

Footnote 152 

1955 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 11 

Papka 60 

Delo 5 

10/19/1955 

Russian 

In the cited Soviet source, 
Ambassador Ivanov does not refer to 
the airline. 

(In earlier reports, such as in August, 
the ambassador writes its name as 
SOKAO.) 

Citing a Hungarian source with 
exactly the same date as the Soviet 
one cited in Tyranny Szalontai 
misspells the airline's name as Sokav 
and describes the agreement in 
question (76). 

httDs://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTleEIDV 

INwQIBIcWc/vi 

ew?uso=sharina 

12 

“A small number of North Korean 
students in Hungary defected to the 
West at the time of the uprising, and 
most of those remaining were brought 
back to North Korea. The KWP Central 
Committee resolved in December to 
step up mandatory physical labor for 
students and intellectuals.” 

Page 100 

Footnote 27 

1959 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 8 

Delo 7 

05/14/1959 

Russian 

The cited source is Soviet 
Ambassador Ivanov's Pyongyang 
journal, which, however, contains no 
entry for 5 October 1956. 

(In an entry for 3 October, Ivanov 
records the relevant conversation with 
his Hungarian counterpart Prath, but 
without offering this information.) 

Citing a Hungarian report with the 
same date as Tyrann^s non-existent 
Soviet journal entry, namely 5 Octobe 
1956, Szalontai provides in an 
endnote the relevant information from 
the conversation between the two 
ambassadors (293). 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIREZZf 

WRzTzl6V2M/vi 

ew?usD=sharina 

13 

"There were other, unofficial channels o 
communication; students, for example, 
knew of the intervention of Peng and 
Mikoyan, and of course word spread 
among intellectual circles of the 
Hungarian unrest." 

Page 101 

Footnote 35 

1956 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102e 

Opis 12 

Papka 68 

Delo 6 

10/05/1956 

Russian 

The cited source is Soviet 
Ambassador Ivanov's Pyongyang 
journal, which, however, contains no 
entry for 5 October 1956. 

(In an entry for 3 October, Ivanov 
records the relevant conversation with 
his Hungarian counterpart Prath, but 
without offering this information.) 

Citing a Hungarian report with the 
same date as the non-existent Soviet 
journal entry, namely 5 October 1956, 
Szalontai provides in an endnote the 
relevant information from the 
conversation between the two 
ambassadors (293). 

httDs://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIX3hVS 

Cl 1Q21 lUFU/vi 

ew?usn=sharina 











































“In September 1959, Kim II Sung 
declared that the Five-Year Plan should 





The cited AVPRF folder covers from 
Dec 1957 to mid-September 1958 ant 

httns://ririve. 

aooale. 


be fulfilled in less than three and a half 





thus cannot contain the cited 

com/file/d/0B2O 


years, and factories were asked to 





document dated 7 October 1958. 

iwua7iuTIMna3h 


double their output over the 1958 level.” 



Archival 


The next folder contains a document 

UtoUXh5TzQ/vif 

w?uso=sharina 

14 


Page 103 

Footnote 43 

1958 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 14 

Papka 75 

Delo 6 

10/07/1958 

Russian 

with that same date, but this does not 
contain the information discussed. 

Although "1958" may well be a typo 
for "1959," the Soviet document for 7 
October 1959 does not contain the 
information dicussed either. 

Szalontai discusses this very 
information in his book (121-122), on 
the basis of Hungarian documents, 
one of which is dated 7 October 1959. 



"Ch'ollima, like the Great Leap Forward, 
also promoted the decentralization of 





The cited source is Soviet 
Ambassador Puzanov's Pyongyang 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 


industry and local self-sufficiency. More 
than 40 percent of North Korea’s 



Archival 


journal, which does not contain an 
entry for 15 September 1959 because 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTISzNRc 

15 

consumer goods were reportedly 
produced locally by the fall of 1959, and 
every province had its own steel and 

Page 104 

1959 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Russian 

he was in Moscow at the time. 

Szalontai provides the relevant 

FRCOTBDREU/ 

view? 

uso=sharina 


cement works.” 

Footnote 45 


Papka 81 

Delo 7 

09/15/1959 


information on Ch'ollima in his book, 
citing a Hungarian embassy report 
that bears the same date as the non¬ 
existent Soviet one cited in Tyranny. 

15 September 1959 (122). 



“Even power generation was pushed to 





The cited source, Soviet ambassador 

httDs://drive. 


the local level, with farmers' 



Archival 


Puzanov's Pyongyang journal, has no 

aooale. 


cooperatives using corn to fuel power 
plants. This took some of the burden off 



AVPRF 


entry for 10 November 1959, because 
he was in Moscow at the time. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTlbW90 

16 

of the large hydroelectric generators, 
whose power could be used instead for 
the state-run heavy industries.” 

Page 104 

Footnote 46 

1958 

1959 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 81 

Russian 

Szalontai, drawing on a Hungarian 
source that bears the same date as 

NIRPbEdl Rnc/v 

iew? 

usD=sharina 




Delo 7 

11/10/1959 


the non-existent Soviet one cited in 
Tyranny provides this information in 
his book (122). 



“Government policy attempted to 
improve living conditions to a certain 





The cited source, the Soviet 
ambassador’s Pyongyang journal, has 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 


extent: in August the prices of dozens 



Archival 


no entry for 24 February 1959. Nor do 

com/file/d/0B2O 


of consumer goods were cut by an 





entries near the missing date provide 

iwua7iuTIQnYvc 


average of 20% (although not basic 
foodstuffs, such as rice and flour), and 

Page 104 


AVPRF 

Fond 0102 


this this information. 

nZiNI NXViQ/vie 

w?usD=sharina 

17 

the government announced on January 
1, 1959, that wages would be raised by 
40 percent overall.” 

Footnote 48 

1959 

Opis 15 

Papka 81 

Delo 7 

02/24/1959 

Russian 

Citing Hungarian sources, one of 
which bears the exact same date as 
Tyrann #s non-existent Soviet 
ambassadorial entry, Szalontai 
discusses the relevant information in 
his book (123). 



"But the consumer economy was based 
on a rationing system that was highly 



Archival 


The cited source, Soviet Ambassador 
Puzanov's Pyongyang journal, has no 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 


regulated and relatively Spartan. In 

1959, ordinary workers received 700 



AVPRF 


entry in October 1959 that contains 
this information. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIS0dslV 

18 

grams of grain (rice and wheat) per day, 
skilled workers 800 grams, and miners 

Page 104 

1959 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Russian 

Szalontai's book, citing a Hungarian 

GhiN?nPOTA/vi 

ew?uso=sharina 


1,000 grams. Children received 350-40( 
grams." 

) Footnote 49 


Papka 81 

Delo 7 

October 1959 


source that specifies only the month 
(October 1959) but not the day, 
provides the exact same information 
(123). 



"Poor supervision combined with 
impossible production quotas resulted 



Archival 


The cited source folder contains a 
Soviet document dated 5 February 

httns://ririve. 

aooale. 


inevitably in shoddy output as well as 
frequent industrial accidents, which (as 



"Political Conditions 
DPRK" 


1959, but it bears a different title, i.e., 
"DPRK (Brief overview)," and does no 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIWHNB 

19 

in the Soviet Union under Stalin) were 
often blamed on sabotage. Alleged 
saboteurs were arrested and punished 

Page 105 

Footnote 56 

1959 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Russian 

contain the information discussed in 
Tyranny 

Y1JCSmNfM2s/ 

view? 

usn=sharina 


severely." 


Opis 15 

Papka 83 

Delo 33 

02/05/1959 


Szalontai's book, citing Hungarian 
sources, discusses this information 
(125). 




















































20 

“In a conversation with a Soviet diploma 
in 1960, Pang Hak-se, minister of the 
interior, referred to some 100,000 
‘reactionaries’ detained...” 

Page 105 

Footnote 57 

1960 

Secondary 

Scalapino & Lee 

Communism in Korea 

1972 

English 

The content of the cited source, which 
was published decades before the 
relevant East Bloc archives were 
released, bears no relation to the text. 

The information inTyrannj/s text can 
be found in Szalontai’s book, in the 
relevant endnote of which Dr. Andrei 
Lankov is thanked for personally 
imparting the information. 

Armstrong’s footnote cites the 
irrelevant source, right down to the 
page numbers, that comes further 
down in Szalontai’s endnote (in regarc 
to a very different piece of 
information). 

httns://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwuo7iuTltJtJw5' 

EhaMkNXTW8A 

iew? 

usn=sharinn 
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"Some were merely purged or demoted, 
others sent to the countryside for 
physical labor, and others were 
executed. New provincial courts were 
set up to try collaborators, and those 
condemned to death faced public 
executions. 59 Factory directors and 
heads of factory party committees who 
failed to reach the planning targets were 
replaced and often publicly criticized as 
'hostile elements.'” 60 

Page 105 

Footnote 59-60 

1959 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 83 

Delo 33 

02/24/1959 

Russian 

The cited source folder has three 
documents, none of which is dated 24 
February 1959. (They are dated 5 
February, 15 August and 26 
September.) None contains the 
information discussed in Tyranny. 

Szalontai, drawing from a Hungarian 
source with the same date as the 
apparently non-existent Soviet one 
cited in Tyranny i.e., 24 February 
1959, contains this information in his 
book (126, 128). 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 
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iwua7iuTldGFwc 

mEtcOxvYUO/vi 

ew?usn=sharina 

22 

“When Kim II Sung met with Khrushche\ 
in Moscow after the CPSU Twenty-First 
Congress in 1959, Khrushchev 
chastised the Koreans for neglecting 
cooperation with fraternal countries and 
trying to produce everything by 
themselves. Khrushchev told Kim 
bluntly that the DPRK Five-Year Plan 
was not realistic and that the Koreans 
could not build a modern economy 
“solely on the dynamism and economy 
of the workers,” according to later Sovie 
reports of the meeting. Khrushchev's 
lectures must have seemed scolding 
and patronizing to Kim, and no doubt 
contributed to Kim’s negative opinion of 
the Soviet leader. The Koreans did not 
argue, but neither did they apply Soviet 
criticism to any change in their 
economic policies. 

Nevertheless, despite their differences, 
the USSR and DPRK signed a new 
agreement on technical cooperation in 
March, and Soviet loans contributed to 
the building of several new factories. 
Although they disagreed with the 
economic policies North Korea was 
pursuing, the Soviets seemed to feel 
that the North koreans, like wayward 
children, “should realize the mistakes 
on the basis of their own experiences.” 

Page 108-109 

Footnote 74-75 

1959 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 81 

Delo 7 

12/16/1959 

Russian 

Although the cited source, Soviet 
Ambassador Puzanov’s journal, 
reports on 16 December 1959 on a 
conversation with Kim II Sung, it 
makes no mention of a) Khrushchev's 
criticism of North Korean economic 
policies b) North Korean reluctance to 
report on Khrushchev’s U.S. visit, or c 
Soviet pressure to make the North 
Koreans publish details of it. 

Szalontai's book, citing a Hungarian 
source with the same date, i.e., 16 
December 1959, provides all details ir 
his book (137-138, 143). 

httos://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwua7iuTIUWFr 

UEsxTXU5ZGM, 

view? 

uso=sharina 

“The North Koreans were reluctant to 
publish the details of Khrushchev’s visit 
to the United States, until pressured to 
do so by the Soviet Embassy in 
Pyongyang.” 

Page 123 

Footnote 135 

1959 

Russian 
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"In February 1960 Kim II Sung gave “on- 
the-spot guidance” at a number of 
villages, including Chongsan-ri in South 
P’yongan Province. He criticized earlier 
government policies for making 
peasants less motivated to produce and 
declared that the DPRK needed a vast 
increase in the number of cadres trainee 
in agricultural methods. Local party 
committees were to be reorganized, anc 
thousands of agricultural scientists were 
to be sent to the countryside to improve 
the quality of life and increase 
productivity. A new system of bonuses 
would be introduced, and members of 
work units that fulfilled their quotas 
would get 10 percent of the crop in 
addition to their regular income. 

Workers on state farms, and later on 
cooperatives as well, were allowed to 
keep anything produced beyond what 
the central plan required.” 


"Zhou Enlai, meeting with Kim II Sung in 
November 1958, similarly promised Kim 
China’s noninterference in North Korea’; 
internal affairs." 
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Archival 


Page 110 
Footnote 85 


AVPRF 


1960 


Fond 0102 
Opis 16 
Papka 85 
Delo 6 


The cited source contains no https://drive. 

reference to the topics described. google. 

com/file/d/0B2Q 


(The relevant Soviet document on the 
topic is dated 17 March 1960, and is 
in a different folder.) 


iwuo7iuTlanJxd 

VMtQzVYTTg/v i 

ew?usp=sharing 


Russian 


Szalontai, citing a Hungarian 
document with the same date as the 
irrelevant Soviet one cited in Tyranny 
(30 March 1960), gives this 
information in his book (150). 


30 March 1960 


Page 113 
Footnote 96 


Archival 


1958 


Record of Meeting 
between Premier 
Zhou Enlai and 
Premier Kim II Sung 
22 November 1958. 


Chinese 


The source cited does not support the 
text, as it contains neither an explicit 
nor an implicit promise of 
noninterference. 


https://drive. 

oooole. 

com/file/d/0B2Q 

iwug7iuTINmdf T 

GtocORHM2s/v i 

ew?uso=sharino 


CFMA 

No. 204-0064-02 


“A number of high ranking academics 
were also expelled from the party, for 
supposedly siding with the anti-Kim 
oppositionists. Purges took place as 
well within the upper ranks of the 
military.” 


25 


Page 114 
Footnote 98 


Archival 


The interview (the actual archival 
location of which is Opis 13, Papka 7, 
Delo 6) bears no relation to this text.l 


https://drive. 

google. 

com/file/d/0B2Q 


1957 


“Interview with DPRK 
Foreign Ministry First 
Secretary Pak Kil- 
yong” 

AVPRF 
Fond 0102 
Opis 121 
Papka 7 
Delo 16 


10/04/1957 


Russian 


(Note also that Pak Kil-yong is 
specified in the actual Soviet 
document as head of the 1st 
Department of the Foreign Ministry, 
not as "Foreign Ministry First 
Secretary”; in the Soviet ministerial 
hierarchy, there was no such position 
as First Secretary.) 


iwuo7iuTlbV9W 

WWtfR21 FemM 

/view? 

usp=sharing 


Szalontai, citing Hungarian sources, 
describes the relevant purge in his 
book (117). 


“Formal negotiations over the 
repatriation issue began in early 1959 
between the Red Cross organizations ol 
Japan and North Korea. On August 13 
the two sides agreed on the terms of the 
repatriation at a meeting in Calcutta, 
and despite strong opposition from 
South Korea, repatriation began in 
December.” 


Page 117 


Archival 

AVPRF 
Fond 0102 
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Footnote 109 


1959 


Opis 15 
Papka 81 
Delo 1 


The cited source folder covers reports 
dated from April to August 1959, thus 
contains no document dated 2 
September 1959. Nor does it contain 
any document discussing the 13 
August meeting. 


https://drive. 

google. 

com/file/d/0B2Q 

iwug7iuTldndiW 

HYzZk05VEk/v i 

ew?usp=sharing 


Russian 


(The Soviet document that does 
mention the topic is dated 20 August 
1959 and contained in another folder 
entirely.) 


09/02/1959 


Szalontai’s book, citing a Hungarian 
source bearing the same date as the 
apparently non-existent Soviet one 
cited in Tyranny (2 September 1959), 
mentions the 13 August meeting 
(146). 







































“Nor, as even Kim II Sung admitted to 
the Soviet ambassador in 1959, was 
there any active, clandestine communist 
movement that could be North Korea’s 
fifth column.” 



Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 81 

Delo 7 

12/19/1959 


The cited source, Soviet Ambassador 
Puzanov's journal entry for 19 
December 1959, reports on a 
conversation with Kim II Sung, but 
makes no reference to the absence of 
a communist movement in South 

httns://drive. 

aooale. 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwun7iuTlbGRrlV 

TROaSI HckO/vi 

ew?uso=sharina 
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Page 119 

Footnote 120 

1959 

Russian 

Korea. 

Szalontai, drawing on the relevant 
Hungarian material, gives a less 
categorical version of Kim's admissior 
in his book (170), i.e. that there was 
’’no substantial illegal Communist 
activity" in the South. 



“For example, in November 1960 a 
Korean visited the Bulgarian embassy, 





The incident is misrepresented; North 
Korean security forces did not enter 

httos://drive. 

doodle. 


trying to send a message to the 
Bulgarian Communist Party critical of 





the embassy and arrest the dissident, 
who in fact was arrested after leaving 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwud7iuTIWXhT 

28 

the KWP and asking the Bulgarians to 
help the North Korean Party “correct" its 
mistakes. North Korean security forces 
entered the embassy, despite the 
protests of the embassy staff, and 
arrested the Korean. This was the last 
such incident at the Bulgarian embassy; 
the Bulgarian ambassador remarked to 
his Soviet counterpart that he had never 
seen such a hostile incident in another 
“fraternal” country.” 

Page 121 

Footnote 130 

1960 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 16 

Papka 85 

Delo 7 

11/30/1960 

Russian 

it. 

The cited source, Soviet Ambassador 
Puzanov's journal, contains no entry 
for the date of the document cited in 
Tyranny. 

Puzanov was not in the city at the 
time of the event described. 

Citing a Hungarian source with the 
same date as Tyranny s non-existent 
Soviet one, Szalontai provides the 
relevant information in his book (161- 
162). 

OE5fZTcvQmM/ 

view? 

uso=sharind 


“The KWP Central Committee in 
October 1960 criticized obsequious 





This source apparently does not exist. 

httos://drive. 

doodle. 


attitudes towards foreign countries and 
mindless imitation of things foreign, a 



Archival 


The alleged author of the source, the 
Soviet ambassador to Pyongyang 

com/file/d/0B2O 

iwud7iuTlcHoBc 
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practice it labeled sadaejuui or 
‘flunkeyism,’ as the term was officially 
translated in later North Korean texts. 
This term cropped up in numerous party 
publications and speeches by officials 
over the next several months, and the 
“factionalists” of 1956 were also 
accused of practicing sadaejuui" 

Page 122 

Footnote 131 

1960 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 16 

Papka 85 

Delo 7 

11/28/1960 

Russian 

(Puzanov), was not in town at the timr 
in question. 

The information in Armstrong’s text 
can be found in a passage (based on 
a Hungarian source with the same 
date as cited) in Szalontai’s book 
(162). 

HdfMI9kRkE/vie 

w?uso=sharind 
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“The North Koreans had been preparing 
for Khrushchev’s visit since the summer 
and expected it in October to coincide 
with his visit to China. It would be the 
first visit by a top Soviet leader to the 
DPRK, and virtually the entire city of 
Pyongyang was mobilized to clean up 
the city and organize the welcoming 
parade. But at the last minute, 
Khrushchev informed the North Koreans 
from Beijing that he would not make it to 
Korea after all — in part, the Soviets 
implied, so as not to antagonize the 
United States." 

Pages 123-124 

Footnote 136 

1959 

Archival 

AVPRF 

Fond 0102 

Opis 15 

Papka 81 

Delo 7 

10/07/1959 

Russian 

The cited source is Soviet 
Ambassador Puzanov's Pyongyang 
journal. The entry for 7 October 1959 
makes no reference to Khrushchev's 
visit. 

Even when taken together, the entries 
for 24 September, 2 October and 3 
October 1959 contain only some of 
the information discussed. 

Szalontai's book provides all this 
information (143-144) based on 
Hungarian sources, one of which is 
dated 7 October 1959. 

httns://ririve. 

doodle. 

com/file/d/0B2O 
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w?uso=sharind 


“North Korea may have been closer to 
China economically, but practically 





Armstrong's text is only undermined 
by the cited sources. The misdated 

httos://drive. 

doodle. 


speaking the DPRK would have no 
choice but to swing back to the 'true 
Marxist-Leninist’ camp sooner or later.” 



Archival 

“The Influence of 
the Chinese 

Communist 

Party on the Politics 
of the KWP.” 


one (4 August should be 8 April) 
emphasizes the “complete 
congruence” of the Chinese and Nortt 
Korean political lines, while 
emphasizing that in economic policy, 
the DPRK appears to be adhering 
more closely to Soviet bloc than to 
Chinese practice. 

com/file/d/OB- 
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VPOGtvaG0?bT 

A/view? 
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Page 127 
Footnote 151 


1963 


MfAA 
A 7174 

05/28/1963 

08/04/1963 
[sic; should be 
04/08/1963] 


German 


The May document states that North 
Korea, for all its rhetoric of self- 
reliance, remains economically 
dependent on its allies, especially the 
USSR. 

Neither source contains either the 
phrase “true Marxist-Leninist” or any 
prediction of the DPRK’s return to the 
Soviet camp. 


https://drive. 

google. 

com/file/d/OB- 
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HRVE/view? 
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“Three months later Liu Shaoqi made a 
return visit to the DPRK, where he had < 
series of meetings with Kim II Sung and 
Ch’oe Yong-gon. Later in the year, the 
two countries carried [sic] joint military 
exercises and signed a new agreement 
on economic exchange." 


Page 128 
Footnote 154 


1963 


Archival 


CFMA 

No. 203-00566-05 


Chinese 


9/15/1963 


The cited source is dated earlier than 
the joint military exercises and 
economic agreement, thus cannot 
and does not refer to them. 
Furthermore, the information on joint 
exercise could not be found in any of 
the cited secondary sources. 

The information in Armstrong's text 
can, however, be found in Szalontai’s 
book (200). Szalontai cites several 
Hungarian documents from 1963-64 
as well as Chung, Pyongyang 
Between Peking and Moscow 


https://drive. 

google. 

com/file/d/0B2Q 
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“The Soviet crackdown on the Budapest 
uprising in 1956 was a cause for 
concern in Beijing and Pyongyang; 
among other things the crackdown 
resulted, as we saw in the previous 
chapter, in Pyongyang withdrawing 
North Korean students from Hungary.... 
North Korean anxiety about Soviet 
intervention was not expressed publicly 
at the time. The Soviet intervention in 
Czechoslovakia was another matter. 
Needless to say, neither China nor 
North Korea was in sympathy with the 
... Czech dissenters. Their concern was 
with Moscow’s blatant intervention into 
the affairs of a fellow socialist state .... 
Chinese media attacked the Czech [sic] 
intervention in the most vitriolic of 
language. North Korea’s response was 
fairly mild in comparison. TheRocfong 
Sinmun published an article entitled 
“Historical Lessons We Have Learned 
From the Study of Affairs in 
Czechoslovakia.” The most important 
"lesson" was the one North Korea had 
long emphasized: the inviolable right of 
all nations to self-determination. Juche 
was, as much as anything, a position of 
independence in the Sino-Soviet Cold 
War.” 


The content of th eRodong Sinmun 
articles bears no relation to and even 
directly contradicts the 
characterization of it in Tyranny, being 
in fact an endorsement of the Soviet 
line on Prague and the Czech 
“revisionists." 
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Page 156 
Footnote 50 


1968 


Newspaper 
Rodong Sinmun 
08/23/1968 


Korean 


The original title is in fact: 
"Chestikkosullobensukko satae-ui 
ryoksajok kyohun”” = The Historical 
Lesson(s) of the Situation in 
Czechoslovakia.”] 


































